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Proclamation 6270 of April 15, 1991
National Farm Safety Week, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The men and women who work in America's agricultural sector make a
vital contribution to our Nation's well-being. By providing consumers
with a variety of high-quality food and fiber at reasonable costs, they
help to keep our work force strong and healthy and, in so doing, help to
maintain the Nation's economic productivity and competitiveness. Be-
cause we count on farmers and ranchers for so much, both as individ-
uals and as a Nation, it is fitting that we observe National Farm Safety
Week—a concerted public awareness campaign aimed at promoting
their health and safety.

Over the years much has been done to improve the safety of agricultur-
al production. Advances in science and technology and increased at-
tention to avoiding safety risks have made farms and ranches safer
places to work. Moreover, dedicated professionals and volunteers have
been working together to promote health and safety in rural communi-
ties. These efforts are reflected by a welcome downturn in farm acci-
dent rates.

Unfortunately, however, while important strides have been made in re-
ducing the risks of farming and ranching, agricultural production re-
mains one of our most hazardous industries, with an accident death
rate that is more than four times the average of all industries. More
must be done to reduce the toll of farm-related accidents.

Most accidents on the Nation's farms and ranches can be prevented by
sensible measures that involve little extra .time, effort, or expense. For
example, farmers and ranchers can reduce their risk of serious injury
and illness by following manufacturers’ instructions on the use of
chemicals and machinery and by utilizing protective apparel and safety
equipment when the job calls for it. Children should be kept away from
hazardous machinery, and all family members and employees should
be trained in safety procedures and first aid.

For generations, the men and women who work on our Nation's farms
and ranches have endured long hours of tough, physical labor. Howev-
er, they have continually met the challenges of their vocation with de-
termination and pride—and with unparalleled success. During National
Farm Safety Week, let us resolve to make excellence in health and
safety another one of America’s great farming traditions.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of Septem-
ber 15 through September 21, 1991, as National Farm Safety Week. I
urge all who live and work on our Nation's farms and ranches to make
the preservation of personal health and safety an integral part of their
daily activities. I also urge them to protect their children, not only by
instruction in safety habits, but also by setting an example of careful-
ness and by avoiding needless risks. I also call upon organizations that
serve agricultural producers to strengthen their support for rural health
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and safety programs, and I encourage all Americans to observe this
week with appropriate activities as we express our appreciation for the
many contributions that men and women in agriculture make to our
Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and fifteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6271 of April 17, 1991
Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Just two months ago the Caribbean island nation of Haiti enjoyed, after
decades of dictatorship, the inauguration of a President chosen in free,
secure, and credible elections. This milestone in the history of Haiti
marked yet another significant stride toward a completely democratic
Western Hemisphere. Indeed, with the principal exception of Castro’s
Cuba, the nations of the Americas are experiencing a great resurgence
of democracy. From Tierra del Fuego to Hudson Bay, from the Lesser
Antilles to the Galdpagos, courageous and determined peoples are
reaping the blessings of liberty and self-government.

Today, after several successive free elections in the vast majority of
countries in the hemisphere, the nations of the Americas have an his-
toric opportunity to set an example of sustained and effective repre-
sentative democracy and economic development. Indeed, it seems fit-
ting that the hemisphere of George Wsshlrglon and Toussaint L'Ouver-
ture, of Thomas Jefferson and Simon Bolivar, of James Madison and
Jose de San Martin, should help to lead the way to a freer, more pros-
perous future for all mankind.

The devotion to democratic ideals shared by the peoples of the Ameri-
cas forms the cornerstone of the unique international alliance whose
anniversary we celebrate this week. Just over a century ago, the na-
tions of this hemisphere established the International Union of Ameri-
can Republics, later known as the Pan American Union. Today its suc-
cessor, the Organization of American States, is working to promote
transitions from dictatorship to democracy throughout the hemisphere.

Signatories to the OAS Charter, adopted in 1948, expressed their con-
viction that “the true significance of American solidarity and good
neighborliness can only mean the consolidation on this continent . . .
of a system of individual liberty and social justice based on respect for
the essential rights of man.” After a century of partnership, we know
that the proudest days of the inter-American community have been
those when it has faithfully upheld these ideals. Accordingly, the
United States will continue working to promote respect for human
rights and the rule of law throughout the region.
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